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and desertion ordains, "that when and so long as any of His Majesty's
forces shall be employed to act in defence of any of the Company's settle-
ments or to assist against their enemies in the East India, the power of
appointing courts martial or authorizing such appointments shall be in
the Commander in Chief of such of His Majesty's forces, for the time
being, over such of the said Company's officers and soldiers as shall belong
to the principal settlement where or from whence such forces shall be
employed."
57. We enclose and beg leave to recommend to your attentive consi-
deration copy of a letter which we have recei\ed from the Accountant
General  Mr. Larkins, stating the difficulty which he
sot    January.           experiences  in keeping  up  the  business of his office,
and the impossibility for himself and his deputy or for any two persons
without the assistance of other European clerks, well versed in accounts,
to produce such statements of your affairs as you ought to receive from
the Presidency, and proposing it to you to appoint two capable and well
qualified persons to fill the second and third stations in the office, with
suitable salaries to confine their views entirely to it.
28. It is a circumstance of public notoriety that the assiduous and
unremitted attention which Mr. Larkins has paid to the laborious duties
of this office, which within these few years have greatly encreased from
the general improved and comprehensive mode established by him of
arranging and keeping the accounts of this Presidency, has destroyed his
health; and this must necessarily restrain him in future from devoting so
much of his time to the same occupations as it could not be done without
danger of his life.
39. For these and other reasons, which are fully set forth in his
letter, we consider the object of great importance, and as we approve of
his proposition we are induced to send a copy of his letter, separate from
our proceedings, and particularly to solicit your attention to the requests
contained in the isth and 14th paragraphs, and the circumstances adverted
to in the 15th and i6th paragraphs as the only effectual means of en-
abling him to render his office of real utility to the Company.
go. In the mean time we have authorized the Accountant General
to engage the assistance of an able European accountant, at such a salary
and upon such terms as shall be necessary for that purpose, and resolved
that the junior covenanted servants who shall be employed in the
Accountant's office shall be allowed the same salaries as are paid to those
in the Secretary's office.
31. The augmentation of the military establishment for the supply
of the detachments sent from hence to Fort St. George and Bombay, and
the necessity of filling up the several vacancies which have happened
from casualties in the line of surgeons obliged us from time to time to
receive into the service several persons who after having been recommended